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SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE FOR EGYPT: VISIT OF JAPANESE MINISTER KOMOTO 

REF: 75 CAIRO 12670 

1 . VISIT TO CAIRO OF JAPAN'S MINISTER OF TRADE AND 
INDUSTRY TOSHIO KOMOTO (JANUARY 9-11) WAS TREATED 
FAIRLY HIGH-KEY TONE BY PRESS. SOME CONFUSION 
RESULTED IN ANNOUNCEMENT OF $500 MILLION OF ASSISTANCE 
FROM JAPAN IN SOME PAPERS, WHILE OTHERS USE $100 MILLION 
FIGURE. LATTER WAS CORRECT ONE AND RELATED TO 
PROPOSAL BY GOJ TO HAVE THEIR EXIM BANK MAKE $100 MILLION 
CREDIT FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO JAPANESE 

EXPORTING CAPITAL GOODS TO EGYPT. 

2. JAPANESE EMBASSY OFFICERS HAVE SUGGESTED THAT 

$500 MILLION FIGURE COULD PERHAPS HAVE BEEN MISREADING 
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PROJECT ASSISTANCE ALREADY GIVEN IN PREVIOUS YEARS 
(AND WHICH REMAINED UNCOMMITTED): $35 MILLION FOR 
ALEXANDRIA HARBOR EXPANSION, $15 MILLION FOR CAIRO 
WATER SUPPLY. 

3. COMMENT: JAPANESE ARE PLEASED THAT VISIT WENT 
WELL AND THAT THERE WAS NO TROUBLE OVER LACK OF NEW 
MONEY- AT LEAST OFFICIALLY - IN LIGHT OF RATHER 
DISAPPOINTING PERFORMANCE BY GOJ IN PROVIDING ONLY 
$50 MILLION (ONLY $25 MILLION OF WHICH IS NEW MONEY) 

FOR EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO EGYPT IN 1975. 

IT WAS AMBASSADOR WADA WHO HAD INSISTED THAT KOMOTO 
MUST NOT COME EMPTY-HANDED AND EXIM LINE OF CREDIT APPEARS 
TO HAVE BEEN RESULT OF HIS REPRESENTATIONS. 
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